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about the salvation of his soul. Only you can do this! - “I”
What are you talking about? | have not been in Church in forty
years! | know no priest! Your belief in my ability to help is
useless! - Please don’t let us down. We know a priest who is
able to convert him. It is only possible if you can see him. After
constant begging, in the end the colonel’s friend agree to seek
help. The wife and daughter remained in the room. The
Colonel’s friend entered the room and spoke to the ill friend:
My friend what is that you can do? - What the ill man said? _+
You know that you are going to die! Put you cannot accomplish
this like a dog? Not you who have seen your loyalty and
devotion in the armed forces! “l can get a priest to come to your
house so that you can confess and come back to you lost faith!
You’re joking, the sick man replied. Absolutely not! You think
so? Confession? Oh, ok, call the priest.” “You will see that you
will make amends within yourself.” “You will bring penitence to
you and me together.” “Ok, bring me the priest.” The crying
wife and daughter with rosary in hand said that they will call the
priest. The daughter added asking the colonel friend to hurry
and get the priest. The mother assured the colonel that she will
pray for both to be converted. She asked that he tell the dying
man that he is a friend of the priest to facilitate the matter.
The mother said that she couldn’t lie about that, for she would
be doing a good thing by doing a bad thing. The matter came to
a conclusion by the sick man asking the priest for confession. He
knelt before the old priest and spent a long time in reviewing his
life with the priest in tears. After absolution the old priest
hugged the sinner and kissed him as a father would kiss a son.
The colonels spend the night in joy.

A certain young lady, only child in the family, in attendance at
boarding school wrote to her mother, a devout and practical
woman asking for a pocket mirror. Being a practical and devout
woman, she wrote back, ”I’m sending ycu a package in which
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are three mirrors.” One depicts what you are; the second will
tell you how you will be; and the third which will show you what
you ought to be. When the daughter opened the package she
found a mirror, a small skull, and a figure of Our Lady. A
mirror, a skull and a statue of Mary. It is worth remembering.

Do not put too much trust in a person who is called a friend
until you know him better and are closer to him. There are more
friends who live in palaces than in peasant huts. A certain
person had three friends: he loved two of them and the third
gave him a hard time. Even though innocent, he found himself
arrested and spent time in jail. At times he appealed to his
friends saying, “Which of you will go with me to testify in my
behalf, because the judge although just,, demands a lot.” The
first friend excused himself maintaining that he could not go
because of a variety of reasons. The other gave him a lift when
he needed, but claimed that the judge was too severe.
Everyone has similar relationships with friends. How will they
behave when before the Ultimate Judge after they die? Money
will be of no after death. Relatives, neighbors, those who are
close will go the grave and throw some dirt on his gave and
return to their homes. The third friend was most sincere and
who cared little about material things was followed by good
works. Others will not have anything to bring.
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Dear Fellow Countrymen and Countrywomen, | greet with the words:
Praised be Jesus Christ!

The introduction to today’s talk, the last of the season, is short. It
deals with two questions given to His disciples by Christ. The questions
are of value concerning our present times as much in our times as they
were a thousand years ago. They are the following: “What does it profit
a man to gain the whole world but lose his own soul in the process?” And
the other, “What value does one put his own soul at?” And so we
expose our answers in today’s talk:

“VANITY OF VANITIES”

| borrow the answers somewhat from an article written by Mr.
Yelles in observations about a sermon average person, even the
unhappy one, asks for what he is to be grateful to God in which
the question was “What are we to be thankful for from our
God?” It is sufficient to think of the thousands of people who in
this moment in hospitals or homes on beds of pain. How they
would wish if they were able to go about their business as we
do! Are you really poor? Do you know of your worth which a
billionaire would have but doesn’t have? And who would love to
have in freedom and joy that you have! What would he love to
have what you have and are not thankful for the status you have
in health and joy. Think of the many millions of people in Soviet
camps. Perhaps you have read more than one article and one
book and you know the bottom line in suffering, not having the
things you have and the favorable status you possess in life!
Think well upon these things and convince yourself how good
you have it in life that millions of people have not. Think of the
tens of thousands of people living in poverty in India, or in China
and the lives of poverty! And look at your own home, at your
television set, on your comfortably heated home, on its
cleanliness on the ever present table of food. Reverse the view:
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Imagine that you are Chinese or Hindu, that you are in a soviet
camp, that you are in a hospital, sick....or in jail... and you will
come to see how lucky you are, how thankful you should be at
having the gifts given you as you live now live. These are the
roads you now travel. But where do you do you seek success and
satisfaction. In what? In money? You think you have to little? Do
others have more than you? Would you rather have two steaks?
Sleep in two beds? How much do you pay for your
entertainments? | saw a man chasing a train with suitcase in
hand. He was seconds late and missed the train. He returned to
the stations with a sad face. He sat on a bench to rest and
there he had a heart attack and died. In his haste, he paid with
his life. It is your way, at times to hurry not thinking of being
conscious of the present moment. | see how your speed along to
catch the more fortunate way when the more fortunate way is
within yourself. You speed ahead paying no attention to your
racing hearts; how unwise that haste....how unwise that sort of
living...how unwise to search for fortune which lies so far from
you, when in reality your fortune is within you! Within your
heart and mind is your true fortune. You need not search far.
Try to see the worth that is within you. Look closer, analyze;
what is it that you run after - and you will find that true fortune
does not lie far away but within your own self. It is the
priceless gift of God... when you learn to live in harmony with
your self, through recognizing true worth, such which you will
not find outside of yourself: serenity of the spirit: serenity of
nature when the sun shines, through knowledge of the
unchangeable gifts of God within you. Then you will ask
yourself: “What should | be thankful for?” Such a question will
not go away. Be thankful. You know not the worth of self, what
you possess. You know not what you search for, while speeding
with haste with your suit case after the train which is speeding
away from you!
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People always, especially in our times, deem that for true
fortune you need a lot of money, a lot of possessions, a lot of
variety in your life for perfect happiness, a lot of comforts, and
a lot of knowledge! Every good thinking person who is
inundated with a materialist sense, knows that material goods,
particularly money, is the chief component of happiness,
establishes a fatal philosophy of life, which generates egoists
and self-lovers. Besides, life proves that among independent
persons, those soaked in materialism, entertainments and
conformists temporarily happy. Soon comes a glut and
bitterness, and the palace of happiness soon is destroyed and
death and forgetfulness ensue. This is what one of our
Franciscans wrote in this respect. He was Jewish. His parents
were very wealthy and famous in Italy. There were four children
in the family; three daughters and one son. The son was a well-
known musician who was chosen as director of the famous opera
house “La Scala” in Milan. He was converted to the Catholic
faith because, as he said, “I saw and heard much in the midst of
the prosperous.” His father renounced his son since he
abandoned the faith of Moses. He disinherited him. The son
entered our Order and took the name Fra Emilio Norsa! He
commented on his choice of the Franciscans: “That man will be
truly happy who will need little of material goods because he
will demand less of life. If you wish to be truly happy, take care
not to immerse yourself with material goods, not to attach
yourself so you can’t live without them.” St. Ignatius of Loyola
said that God gives so many good things of earth, not so they
use them but getting rid of an attachment to them to reach a
greater state of perfection and gain heaven. The more we get
rid of a lot of possessions the more we gain freedom of spirit
and experiences a greater happiness. Whoever learned to live
without much material possessions, the less he becomes a slave
to their use and is more free. He is more thankful to God when
he receives from His bounty and is not sad to be bereft of them.
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A philosopher once said. | can carry the sum of things that |
possess!” The famous Greek Diogenes who lived in a barrel and
who one was asked by Alexander the Great whether he had any
wishes. He replied with a grin, “Please move aside so | may see
the sun!” | have no intention of recruiting you to live in a barrel
or walk around in rags but | maintain they were happier than
millionaires who possessed much. We admire the poverty of our
St. Francis of Assisi but we don’t think so much about the great
sacrifices to do so. Happiness is achieved through pain. There is
a heaviness and disappointment in needless care over owned
material possession. Now living in needs is not a happy thing in
itself. But where people learned to live with few possessions
they are happier to do so especially in our times of great
materialism. Truly it is not wise to stick to what you yourself
desire; to chair, food, pen or bed. Wise people generally don’t
engage in such frivolity since they do not want to pass them on
to future generations. True joy of life is known only to those
who accept life situations and places that come along. Let your
wishes be acceptable of all situations so as not to be bogged
down so that they become distasteful. Don’t associate who with
those who are addicted to their own ways nor those who
promise you heaven on earth for it is contrary to the decrees of
the Providential care of God. There are many such prophets
nowadays who wish to convince that that is where true
happiness lies where there will be neither rich nor poor and all
will be the same. There is no logic or common sense in that type
of living. If we divide all among ourselves, in week or a month
someone will drink away their share or another will amass the
wealth. And then there will be a need to share evenly again.
What kind of justice is that? Until there are such people on
earth, there will always be inequality among them, there will
always be those who are well off, there will always be the
middle class, and there always be the poor. No one on earth
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can change that situation. But happiness does not depend on
that situation and there will be joy in the needy and the
affluent. Everything depends on mankind because everyone
crafts their own joy. Who possesses the fewest needs possesses
the more peace. The fewer demands, the more contentment.
And we should remember that if God gives us more than he gives
others, we possess more heart and have more nobility, and have
the capability of helping those who have less than we do.

We are in the midst of the Marian Year. How many are the
times when | pleaded with you to cultivate the recitation of the
Rosary and to pray it daily for the rewards of doing that are
miraculous. Here is an example: From the longest time one
could note that two women attended church and were very
devotional. They never missed going to Mass and devotion and
recitation of the rosary. They were well known to the country
folks. They were a wife and her daughter. They were the wife
and daughter of a retired colonel without possessions and
without any kind of faith. Both wife and daughter fervently
prayed for the conversion of their husband and father. The
colonel was frequently visited only by another retired colonel.
They knew each other for years from being in the army
together. They had spent long years knowing each other and
played cards and reminisced over the years of their trek in the
army. One day the colonel was found in bed with worn face and
never and his wife and daughter was fearful that he would die
without conversion to his faith. Aware of their obligation to see
him back into his faith wished him to receive the last rites. But
it was all too late. His friend would visit the colonel hold his
hand and leave. Everyone noted that his life would soon come to
an end. One evening the wife and daughter cried bitterly and
the circumstances. They approached his colonel’s friend and
said: Sir, Colonel, you are our only hope. Have mercy on us and
on our father and husband! Help us to convince him to care




